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Nobody bothered to ask their opinion 


WwW 


people. 


Victor Yates, MP (Jefe) with H. W. Franklin 
and George Craddock, MP 


VOTEDAGAINST 
GERMAN ARMY 


Victor Yates’ action endorsed 
MR. VICTOR YATES, MP, for Lady- 
wood, Birmingham, one of the six 


Labour Members who defied the Party 
instruction not to vote against German 
rearmament, has received the unanimous 
endorsement of his constituency manage- 


ment committee for his action. 

A statement issued said that there was no 
opposition to him at a two-hour meeting of 
the committee. A resolution was passed 
calling for the restoration of the Labour 
Whip to Mr. Yates. 

Stoke Newington and Hackney North Con- 
stituency Labour Party have voted in support 
of the six MPs. 


Emrys Hughes, MP and the 
Labour Party 


» EFERRING to Labour Party opposition to 

“ German rearmament in Peace News last 
week, Emrys Hughes, MP, wrote: “We had 
every reason for believing that the Con- 
stituency Labour Parties were unanimously 
against it.’ This should have read “ over- 
whelmingly against it.” 


INTERNATIONAL 
FREEDOM DAY 


First celebration in 
New York 


J[NTERNATIONAL FREEDOM DAY 

is a new day in the world’s calendar. It 
is October 29 and has been set apart as a 
day when the opponents of imperialism, 
both Western and Eastern brands, will 
meet to declare their determination to 
work for a world free from all types of 


oppression and colonialism. 

The first International Freedom Day was 
held this year in response to an appeal from 
the Asian Socialist International. 

In the United States, the Third Camp Con- 
tact Committee was responsible for organising 
a rally which was sponsored by leading figures 
in the pacifist, socialist and trade union move- 
ments and by prominent American intellec- 
tuals. 

A. J. Muste, Secretary Emeritus of the 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation, was in 
the chair. The speakers were: Waldo Frank, 
noted author and critic: George Houser of 
AFoR and Congress of Racial Equality ; 
Thakin Chit Maung, member of the Executive 
of the Socialist Party of Burma and of his 
country’s delegation to UN ; Max Schachtman, 
National Chairman of the Independent Socialist 
League; Purshottam Trikamdas, Executive 
member of the Praja Socialist Party of India, 
adviser to India’s delegation to UN. 


Unconditional right 


The theme of the rally was contained in the 
call issued by the sponsors. It said of the 
people supporting the rally, that: 

“They oppose the evils of colonialism, ex- 
ploitation and political terror, not only as 
practised by some nations, while abetting or 
condoning the same practices by others, but 
by whatever nation or whichever dominant 
military power bloc they may be practised. 

“They hold that colonial and dependent 
peoples have the unconditional right to self- 
determination and freedom now, and not 
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| CALL UP PLANS 


War-Minister-to-be 


shouted down 


HILE the politicians of Europe and America made their plans for the 
remilitarisation of Germany, nobody bothered to consult the German 


Since the Nine Power Agreements were concluded the West German Social Democratic 
Party, the German Trade Union movement and the German anti-militarist movement have 
given strong and clear evidence of their opposition to those Agreements. 


Even so, it appears that NATO statesmen were prepared to discount that 
opposition and foist rearmament on the people. But there is still one factor that 
they did not reckon with—the young Germans who would themselves have to 
provide the human material for the new army. 

In recent weeks it has become evident that the young conscripts-to-be are not prepared 
docilely to accept this imposition. During state election campaigns in the Hesse and 
Bavaria, West Germany’s unofficial War Minister, Herr Theodore Blank, has been howled 
down at meetings and thousands of young people have taken part in anti-militarist 


demonstrations. 


Some of the story of these recent hectic weeks in West Germany is told below—but 
perhaps the most telling indication so far has been the election figures for the two states 
mentioned above. In Bavaria, Chancellor Adenauer’s party lost 20 per cent. of the votes 


received in the 1953 election—582,606—and in 
Hesse the figure was down by a quarter of a 
million. 


Church bells will warn 
resisting citizens 


Peace News correspondent 


(NE of the war measures taken by the 

American Occupation Army in West 
Germany is the mining of bridges ready for 
blowing up. 

In Peace News for October 15, it was 
reported that the Mayor of Bamberg, in 
Bavaria, had protested at this. It is now 
learned that an attempt has been made to mine 
bridges in his district and that he gave instruc- 
tions to the local police to protect the bridges 
and prevent this work from being carried out 
upon them, 

In a nearby town, workers who had come 

to mine the bridges were driven away by a 

crowd of 200 people. 

Before they dispersed, the crowd asked the 
Mayor to have the church bells rung if any 
further attempts of this nature were made. 

They promised to come out at once to pro- 
tect their civic property. 

In Hanover the press reports that building 
firms have refused to carry out mining of 
bridges ordered by the British military 
authorities. 

Wuerzburg and Wetzlar in the American 
zone have also been the scene of protests 
against bridge mining. 


Ex-general silenced 


Peace News correspondent 

Qyn November 15 hundreds of people _in 

Gross-Gerau, South Hesse, prevented the 
Ex-General Hasso von Manteuffel from mak- 
ing a public speech. The police made only 
very half-hearted attempts to enforce silence. 
The organisers of the meeting tried for over 
an hour to calm the audience. Finally 
Manteuffel left under police escort and without 
having uttered a word. 

At Wiesbaden a force of 200 policemen 
made it possible for von Manteuffel to speak, 
but owing to incessant heckling and interrup- 
tions he was barely audible. 

Delegates from former North-Rhine West- 
phalia parachute regiments intended to hold 
a meeting in Dusseldorf. Among them were 
the former Generals Ramcke, Student, von 
Schimpf and von Roon. Before the meeting 
began the hall was filled with Trade Union 
members, young people, members of Social 
Democratic Party and Communists, and hun- 
dreds more demonstrated in the streets. 

The delegates thought it wiser to make no 
attempt to enter the hall. One of the coaches 
taking them home had to be protected from 
the crowd by a group of their Trade Union 
opponents. -“? 

A German printing trade union, meeting at 
Dusseldorf, has decided that its members shall 
refuse to print conscription orders, or any 
other military leafiets. 


91.5 per cent write 
“No” to call up 


Peace News correspondent 
IN FRANKFURT, where representatives of 
the Blank Office took part in a discussion 
meeting, about 100 young people strongly ex- 
pressed their opposition to the proposed Ger- 


man army and conscription. After the meet- 
ing groups of young people continued their 
discussions in the street until after midnight. 

After publishing a report of the famous 
Wednesday discussion (Peace News, Nov. 12) 
on “Do the young men of 20 want to become 
soldiers? ” held in Cologne, the newspaper Bild 
received thousands of letters from readers. 91.5 
per cent. of these letters expressed opposition 
to conscription. 

One hundred delegates representing 11,000 
members of the Bavarian Young Trade Union- 
ists at a district conference in Nuremberg 
passed a resolution opposing the rearmament 
of a divided Germany. They demanded the 
reunification of Germany and the support of 
Trade Unions for conscientious objectors. 


They wanted debate 
with Stuart Morris 


Peace News correspondent 


AT an election meeting in Nuremberg, 
= which started half an hour late because 
the police had to eject a number of noisy 
demonstrators before the chairman could make 
himself heard, Theodor Blank spoke to the 
accompaniment of tumultuous interruptions, 
whistling, shouting of military orders, etc. 
Young men in the audience folded election 
leaflets into paper helmets and put them on 
their heads. 
Before the meeting started, a small delega- 
tion of war resisters from the Nuremberg 
Group of the German War Resisters Inter- 
national Section went behind the stage to 
ask Herr Blank publicly to discuss with 
Stuart Morris, Secretary of the Peace Pledge 
Union, who is on a lecture tour in Germany, 
the issue of rearmament and conscription. 
Herr Blank refused the request and would 
not even allow questions or discussion from 
the floor. 

The next night at Augsburg, Herr Blank 
was prevented from speaking at all. 


Nazis attack pacifist 


Peace News correspondent 


QQn November 5, a German pastor, Rev. 

Kohlens, Chaplain of Wachtendonk, 
a severely disabled war-veteran, sent a letter 
the “ Neue Rheinzeitung ” offering his services 


Hydrogen Bomb National Campaign 
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as adviser to young men in conscience difficul- 
ties about military service in the projected 
West German army. 


The same evening his house was attacked 
by a gang of rowdies who smashed his win- 
dows. Stones were thrown into the house, 
stones on which were painted swastikas, in- 
dicating the opinions of those who threw 
them. 


Chaplain Kohlens is now in hospital, re- 
covering from the effects of the assault. His 
parsonage stands with boarded windows, but 
his determination to resist further war 
preparation is unshaken. 


Double-dealing in Stuttgart 


Peace News Reporter 


NINE DAYS after they had confirmed the 
= booking of a hall in the Stuttgart 
Technical High School for a lecture by a 
Japanese atomic scientist, members of the War 
Resisters International in that city were told 
that the booking was cancelled. 


The authorities said that the hall was not 
available for political meetings. This was in 
spite of the fact that the lecturer was well- 
known, Prof. Yasushi Nishiwaki, who had 
broadcast on the BBC, and his subject, the 
effects of the H-bomb tests on Japan. Invita- 
tion cards had already been sent out and all 
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real defence 
—Jules Moch 


FYIFTEEN hydrogen bombs of the type 

that are being manufactured today, 
if they are properly dispersed over the 
area attacked, will do as much damage as 
6,000 atomic bombs of the type used on 
Hiroshima. 

This is the estimate of M. Jules Moch, the 
French member of the UN Disarmament Sub- 
committee, in a book that has just been 
published in France, “‘ The Madness of Men” 
(La Folie des Hommes). 

M. Moch holds 
that a new war will 
be terminated in a 
matter of hours and 
that the belligerent 
that is first to resort 
to the hydrogen 
bomb will be the vic- 
tor if that is the 
right term for a gov- 
ernment and people 
who will have to 
face the problems of 
the devasted and 
dangerous world that 
will have resulted. 

There will be millions of dead and dying, he 
says, spread over the thousands of square miles 
devastated by each bomb. There is no effective 
defence either by the dispersal of the army, 
dispersal of the population and the factories, 
by interception of the carriers of the hydrogen 
bombs, or by rapid reprisals. None of these 
things will modify the horrors of such a 
bombardment and the only solution to the 
problem is to bring to an end the cold war, 
which is constantly threatening to transform 
itself into war without the adjective, and then 
into a war of total destruction. 

Science has so magnified the risks of war, 
he holds, and has so increased the possibilities 
of attack and reduced the possibility of defence 
(in the sense of being able to parry the 
attacker’s blow) that the only true security 
today is to be found in disarmament. 


The Fields and others 


From a Correspondent 


NOEL and Herta Field were members of the 
+* Unitarian Service Committee who visited 
Eastern Europe after working in France. In 
1949 they disappeared while in Prague. 
Recently they were released in Hungary after 
several years imprisonment on charges of 
being agents for Western powers. 

A number of prominent non-Communist 
political leaders were released subsequently. 
They included two former Presidents of 
Hungary, Dr. Tildy and Dr. Szakasits. 

Noel Field’s name was quoted in connection 
with the trials of several alleged spies, mostly 
senior Communist officials, in Eastern Europe 
from 1949 onwards. The accused’s supposed 
association with Field was a vital factor in 
securing convictions, often involving death. 
These trials included that of Rudolf Slansky, 
secretary-general of the Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Party, who was executed in Nov., 1952. 

Since the release of the Fields, the 
Hungarian authorities stated: “it has not been 
possible to justifiy the charge made in the 
past.” The question thus arises—what of the 
effects of this admission on the previous trial 
decisions? 


JULES MOCH 
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LOOKING TO GERMAN 
YOUTH 


WWE said on this page last week that the lads and young 
Me men in Germany who have made up their minds that 
it would be wrong for them to become soldiers in the pro- 
posed new German army would do well to organise them- 
selves into a body like the No-Conscription Fellowship, 
which in 1915 and 1916 brought together for mutual sup- 
poxt some 15,000 young men in Britain who knew they 
were likely to be faced for the first time with an attemp! 


to enforce military service. 

According to Ex-Major Guhr, press officer_to Herr Blank, 
West German “Shadow” War Minister, of the German youth of 
the age to be conscripted 25 per cent. will be definitely opposed 
to military conscription. It is these young men who should be 
brought together in the German No-Conscription Fellowship. 
And if the estimate is sound this should form a much bigger 
and more powerful organisation than its British predecessor. 

Ex-Major Guhr remarked that some active Tesistance was 
expected and he went on to say “It will be organised by a sinall 
but rabid group of fanatics.” 

We do not know what was the German word used by Herr 
Guhr that has been translated by Mr, Terence Prittie in his 
broadcast as “rabid.” As translated, however, it seems (o be 
singularly inappropriate. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary the word means 
* Furious, raging; madly violent in nature or behaviour. We 
should think that the representatives of Herr Blank’s Department 
would do better to apply it to some of the officers who found 
themselves very much at home in the Hitler army and who will 
ultimately be finding places in the new democratic army. 


* * 


By a dramatic tuin fin events Germany, the European nation 
with the most deep-rooted militaristic tradition, finds itself today 
constituting the solitary sanctuary of personal freedom ; the only 
country whose youth has not been conditioned to an acceptance 
of militarism in a continent that is becoming more and more aub- 
merged by militaristic standards. 

Young Germans are the only young men in Europe, either 
to the East or West, who have lived the last nine years in a 
socicty where the compulsory militarisation of youth has not been 
taken for granted. 

Today they have it in their hands to make a very important 
contribution to the standards of human values in the world. The 
establishment of the right of conscientious objection is by no 
means the limit of what they may be able to achieve, but that in 
itself will be no small thing. If they can establish, as we belicve 
these is no doubt they can, standards of treatment for those having 
a conscientious objection to military service as liberal as those 
that obtain in Britain—deplorably unsatisfactory as in many 
respects these are—what they do will have conuequences beyond 


their own frontiers. 
* * 


The primary purpose of conscription in Germany will be 
the provision of Divisions for a European army. These are to 
operate beside a French conscript army recruited by a govern- 
ment that refuses to give legal recognition to conscicntious objec- 
tion. It is unlikely that the establishment in Germany of more 
liberal standards than obtain in France in regard to matters of 
conscience will be without consequences in French political life. 

Equally there is the effect in East Germany to be looked to. 
We have no doubt that the establishment of a West German 
army will lead to similar steps in East Germany, and that con- 
scription in the West will be followed by conscription in the East. 
It will be difficult for an East German Government to point to 
ita Western neighbour as displaying a more dangerous militaristic 
spirit than itself if the West manifests a tolerant understanding of 
conscientious objection that the East finds impossible. And should 
the right of the conscientious objector be established in East 
Germany it is not beyond the bounds of possibility that we should 
begin to hear something of it in the other countries of the 
Eastern Bloc. 

If, however, as may be hoped from the volume of resistance 
among young men in Germany, an organisation of German anti- 
militarist youth has a far greater effect than the establishment of 
an accepted right of conscientious objection, it may make impos- 
sible the complete division of the world into two armed camps, 
with the inevitable sequel of breakdown in war. 

German youth may provide the impulse which will lead to 
negotiations for the bringing about of German neutrality in 
the power atruggle ; and the achievement of an unarmed neutral 
Germany would show the way to the establishment of world peace. 
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Birdproofers, Pugilists and Supe 


Lunatic arms race? 


MPHE policy of the West in rearming 

Germany could only be successful 
if the Eastern bloc were not equally 
dominated by mnilitarist assumptions. 
There is, however, obviously no reason 
why the West, which sees its safety in 
military power, should expect the Rus- 
sian group to seek security by means 
that reject militarism. 


Therefore Mr. Molotov, as was to be 
expected, used the Conference of Powers 
brought together last Monday by Rus- 
sia—and which was attended by East 
Germany as well as by Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania 
and Albania (with an observer from 
China)—to indicate that there will be 
counter-measures from the East, and to 
adumbrate an East European “ Defence ” 
Community. 


What is to happen in Europe in 1955 
will probably settle the fate of the 
world, Either the new and more intense 
phase in a ‘conventional’? arms race 
(with the certainty of the use of the 
hydrogen bomb in the background) will 
be proceeded with; or the opportunity 
will be taken, while the two menacing 
schemes still exist only on paper and 
have not been translated into fact, for 
the two sides to come together and try 
to plan an arrangement which will 
release the world from the imminent 
threat of destruction. 


_ There is some reassurance to be found 
in the fact that Mr. Molotov has put 
as much emphasis on the immediate 
search for a peaceful solution as upon 
measures of counter-armament for 
“security”. A number of statements 
{rom the West, particularly from Sir 
Anthony Eden, have suggested that 
there may be a readiness to confer with 
a view to a more peaceful relationship 
as soon as the plans for rearmament of 
Germany are ratified, but before their 
implementation. 


Frankly we do not hope that anything 
more can be obtained from “ peace” 
talks than an agreement to accept and 
maintain the status quo; and that pros- 
pects of German unity, and possibly 
even Austria’s legal independence, will 
be sacrificed to the status quo. 


It has now become the hard realistic 
fact that any future chance of German 
unity, or even the genuine independence 
of the German peoples, will depend 
upon the progress that can be made to- 
wards complete disarmament. The true 
way to German independence today is 
through anti-militarism and a neutrality 
that might, we hope, spread to other 
quarters of the globe. 


Churchill 


Most British newspapers made last 
; Tuesday the occasion for some of 
the most fulsome adulation of a human 
being (apart from Royalty) ever known 
in the Western Press. 


Winston Churchill is doubtless a 
genius, a man of great range of talent 
and unexcelled capacities. But so is 
Albert Schweitzer, whose eightieth 
birthday also falls this year. Winston 
Churchill will be praised and rewarded 
because he is the symbol of the nation’s 
ego; proud, strong, aggressive. The 
period of history in which Churchill has 
figured leaves no doubt that his great 
gifts were used in the service of im- 
perial, party and personal power. 


Alone among the dailies, The Daily 
Worker attacked him for his love of 
uniforms, his militarism, his power 
politics and his two-faced alliances. But 
was he any different in these respects 
from that newspaper’s own hero, Stalin? 
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BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


Indeed, one journal suggested that 
Stalin and he got on so well together 
because they talked the same language. 
There is probably something in that. 
And there is also probably something in 
the fact that both he and Stalin sought 
to crown their final years with a 
“peace” victory, not, it may be sus- 
pected, from any profound concern for 
peace in the absolute sense, but as an 
additional laurel, “ the mightiest 
achievement” of their careers. 


But perhaps the most ominous as- 
pect of this comparison is the similarity 
in the public mentality which acclaims 
“the Leader”, either in Moscow or 
London. At best it is undignified; at 
worst idolatrous. 


The Woodford 
disclosure 


WHEREVER they come from—the 

Communists or the Labour Party 
—the expressions of indignation at the 
disclosure by Churchill of his telegram 
to Montgomery are obviously vamped 
up and artificial. 


Everybody knows that the Tories in 
the British Government during the war, 
and possibly the Labour Ministers too, 
were concerned about what would be 
the Russian objectives afterwards. In- 
deed the disastrous “ unconditional sur- 
render” policy was forced upon them 
because it was so obvious that they 
would be unable to agree upon terms 
of settlement. 


In any case, Churchill had very early 
made it clear that moral estimates and 
obligations of loyalty as between govern- 
ments were inevitably set aside in war— 
as they are also in preparations for 
war—when he remarked in justification 
of cordial references made to Stalin “ If 
Hitler invaded Hell, I would make at 
least a favourable reference to the Devil 
in the House of Commons.” 


There is no morality in war and there 
is no governmental loyalty to other 
governments. Such things are unrealis- 
tic idealism. 


The Russians who today treat Nazism 
and Fascism as the most odious of 
political crimes were not influenced by 
moral considerations when they made 
their pact with Hitler in 1939. 


In war and in preparations for war, 
calculations based on national cgoisms 
replace moral considerations. That is 
what is called realism. 


It is true that conceptions of morality 
and mutual loyalty have a place, but 
it is a menial place: they are required 
as subordinate means of inducing men 
to behave as the instruments of policy 
pursued by governments. 


Peaceful uses of 
atomic energy 


TINHERE is reason for congratula- 

tion in the fact that President 
Eisenhower’s proposal for international 
development of atomic energy for peace- 
ful uses has at last been adopted by the 
UN Assembly, 


The Russian Government, which at 
first stalled on the proposal by trying 
to insist that its own suggestion for the 
unconditional banning of atomic and 
hydrogen bombs should be first accep- 
ted—an attitude that led to a madden- 
ingly dilatory and tedious correspon- 
dence spread over nine months— last 


week approached the subject in a wholly 
different spirit. 


Certain modifications had been made 
to meet the Russian point of view, 
which left for future discussion the 
appropriate form of the relationship of 
the controlling body to UN. The Soviet 
Union sought in the Political Commit- 
tee of the UN to get the resolution 
amended to settle this issue in the sense 
it desired, and also moved a further 
amendment that would have broadened 
beyond UN limits the membership of 
the initiating scientific conference to be 
held next summer. 


Both these amendments were rejected. 
When the clauses of the resolution with 
which these amendments dealt came be- 
fore the Political Committee the 
Soviet group of delegates refrained from 
voting. On the resolution as a whole, 
the Soviet group joined in the affirma- 
tive vote in order to make it unanim- 
ous: a graceful act leading to an excep- 
tionally satisfactory conclusion. 


Executions in Kenya 


BP EPLYING to a question from Mr. 
“4. F. Brockway (Lab. Eton and 
Slough), Mr. Lennox-Boyd, Colonial 
Secretary, announced on November 24 
that between October 20, 1952 —when a 
state of emergency was declared—and 
November 12, 1954, 1,092 Africans had 
been condemned to death and 756 had 
been executed. 


Mr. Lennox-Boyd 
the following table: 


later circularised 


Offences. No, condemned. No. executed. 
Murder... BOG” Jeu. 248 
(neluding 318 (including 219 
Mau Mau) Mau Mau) 
Unlawful possession of 
arma and ammunition ... 400 290 
Consorting with terrorista 221 ......... 163 
Acting with Intent to 
further terrorism ......... 8 a 
Administering unlawful 
Oalbs: SP eae sts.s ccs: G3) Gasccs.ee 44S 
Procuring eupplies for 
terrorists soi sie eboe oun 4 2 


The striking thing about these figures 
is the much higher proportion of those 
convicted of being in possession of arms 
and ammunition who were actually ex- 
ecuted as compared with those who had 
been condemned for murder. 


One of the 110 Africans who were 
condemned but not executed is the 
Quaker, Alfayo Agufana. It is highly 
probable that he would have been put to 
death had there not been considerable 
activity on his behalf in London. 


The foundation of the charge upon 
which he was condemned to death was 
that two bullets had been “found” in 
his pocket. It might be revealing if we 
could be informed how many of the 290 
execulcd for ‘unlawful possession ” 
were charged with something like this. 


U.S. miiitary 
expenditure 


QUT of the 64 billion dollars 

(£22,857m.) which is the total esti- 
mated expenditure of the US Govern- 
ment for 1955, 66 per cent. (approx. 
£15,238m.) will be devoted to military 
purposes and the development of atomic 
energy. 


A further 10.4 per cent. goes to in- 
terest on the national war debt and 6.9 
per cent. to ex-servicemen’s benefits. 


The cost of present and past wars 
accounts, therefore, for 83 per cent. of 
estimated expenditure. 


Government agencies are also to draw 
upon an estimated 58 million dollars 
from unexpended balances in previous 
appropriations. 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Muste 


I HAVE come across what is for me a new 
" word: “ birdproofer”—men who string 

electric wires around roofs and towers against 

roosting starlings or other such birds, 


The reason for sharing this discovery with 
Peace News readers is that the newspaper in 
which I encountered the term was telling how 
the US Treasury Department recently set about 
to clean the grime off its building and bird- 

oof it. The department had declared its 

uilding a “security area,” so the names and 

finger prints of every working man on the job 
were checked against Government investiga- 
tion files. In the absence of reference to the 
discovery of any suspects, the inference is that 
there were none. Thus we are reassured. 


In the meantime at least one state, Indiana, 
has enacted a law which requires all pugilists 
who seek licences to ply their peaceful trade 
in that state, to take a loyalty oath. 


Let us turn to perhaps weightier matters. 
Probably the most important in the field of 
international relations taking place in the US 
at the moment is the visit of Mendes France. 


Eisenhower and Mendes France 


The Eisenhower-Mendes France joint com- 
munique a couple of days ago confined itself 
to generalities. And we are still in the dark 
as to what understandings, if any, may have 
been reached regarding future relations with 
Chinese Nationalists and Chinese Communists 
respectively. fal 

The same is the case with any decision 
regarding relations betwcen Vietnam, France 
and the USA. The former is a question which 
can presumably be put off a while longer but 
some means of dealing with the Vietnamese 


situation—with the army in virtually open 
rebellion against the Prime Minister, civil 
servants said to be too lazy to pay refugees 
from the north their daily stipend, a gang 
leader running the police in Saigon, and the 
fashionable club in the city continuing to bar 
Vietnamese from membership—must be found 
soon or the Viet Minh will be able to walk in 
and take over long before the 1956 elections. 


But if the understandings which Mendes 
France and the US Government may have 
reached relative to Asian situations are vague, 
this is not the case with regard to Europe. 


A firm commitment 


Mendes France has committed himself as 
firmly as it seems possible to secure ratifica- 
tion of the Paris London accords for the 
rearmament of Western Germany, etc. The 
Molotov proposal for an all-European con- 
ference, quite openly aimed at preventing the 
Paris-London accords, Mendes France firmly 
rejected. He softened the blow to the Kremlin 
somewhat presumably by proposing in his UN 
speech that such a conference might be held 
next May after the Paris-London accords have 
been ratified. 


In this same address the French Premier 
said, in an obvious reference to the Soviet 
contention that if West Germany is brought 
into NATO the Communist bloc must react 
by strengihening its own defences, that he 
saw no objection to having in Eastern Europe 
a military set-up corresponding to NATO in 
the West. 

So far from this involving an abandonment 
of the attempt to arrive at a general settle- 
ment by negotiation—“ peaceful co-existence ” 


—it will actually create a situation ideally 
fitted for negotiation, the Premier suggested. 


Each side will presumably be “ negotiating 
from strength.” 


What appears to be in Mendes France's 
mind is that a period of at least temporary 
peace is possible in Europe. If it is, it would, 
of course, give him the opportunity to attempt 
the economic reforms within France which he 
regards as his major objective. It is also 
implied that in this stabilization France will 
be a solid member of the Atlantic alliance and 
that Germany will remain for a considerable 
period divided with the Western part also in 
the Atlantic defence orbit. 


Moscow’s enthusiasm for Mendes France of 
the past summer has cooled and Pravda 
charges that in rejecting the Soviet invitation 
to an all-European security conference he has 
yielded to “the interests of American aggres- 
sive plans.” 


Stalemate in Europe 


The chance that Moscow can break up 
the Western alliance is now extremely remote. 
Will it, then, attempt to challenge the alliance 
at some point in Europe? This also seems 
unlikely. 


All signs seem to me to point to its readi- 


ness to accept, after some further verbal 
protests, what amounts to a stalemate in 
Europe. 


If it fails to prevent the rearmament of 
Germany, this will constitute a set-back which 
to some extent offsets the very substantial 
gains the Communist bloc has made in Asia in 
recent years. 


One may surmise that there are certain 
reasons why, even if the Kremlin wished to be 
more aggressive, it could not afford to be. 
There can no longer be any question that the 
regimes in all Iron Curtain countries have to 
provide substantial improvements in standards 
of living or face serious dissatisfaction on the 
part of their people. 


In this situation, the latter could hardly be 
rallied to engage in war, unless openly 
attacked, 


Unquestionably also the fearful and as yet 
only imperfectly known possibilities of the 
H-bomb are giving the Communist military 
strategists, as well as the Western, pause. 


French reactions 


One may speculate, on the other hand, that 
there are reasons why the Kremlin can afford 
fo accept some developments in Europe not 
entirely to its liking. For one thing, as 
suggested earlier, the situation in Indo-China 
and elsewhere in India is still very favourable 
for Communism. 

_Secondly, relaxation in international ten- 
sion, for the time being, may not result in 
similar easing of internal political and 
economic problems in various Western coun- 
tries. The reaction of part of the French press 
to Mendes France’s words and deeds in the 
US points to such possibilities. We are in- 
formed that Le Figaro in Paris writes that 
while Mendes France had been feared in this 
country, he came over “shook hands right 
and left, called for a glass of milk and drank 
it to Franco-American unity . . . He was a 
superman "—because he had been inveigled 
into lining up with US policy. 


ONE (OF “THE SIX” 
IN CALL UP QUIZ 


WICTOR YATES, one of the pacifist MPs 
*¥ from whom the Labour Party Whip has 
been withdrawn, was asked recently, “ How 
could a pacifist be an MP when all parties were 
committed to armaments and conscription ? ™ 


He was one of the panel! at a Brains Trust 
in Hull organised by the Peace Pledge Union. 
With him on the panel were Vera Brittain, 
A. C, Laud (Methodist Lay Preacher) and 
Leonard Bird (Deputy Sheriff and member of 
PPU National Council). 


He replied that at present there were only 
two alternative forms of government; consti- 
tutional changes must be made through either 
of the two political parties and pacifists were 
playing their part within the Labour Party. The 
difficulty was that there were too few ot them. 
They wanted more suppott. 


Disagreeing with the rest of the panel, Leon- 
ard Bird thought that a boy could not be a 
conscientious objector and at the same time 
train to be a Queen’s Scout in the Scout 
Movement. 

Conscription, war on want, US bomber bases 
and international conferences figured among 
the other questions asked. Question master was 
Violet Mitchell. 


PEACE WITHOUT ARMS 
They will tell U.S. 
all about it 


MERICAN Friends Service Committee are 

arranging for speaking engagements for 
several European speakers in the US this 
winter. They are: 

Wilfred Wellock from Great Britain, writer on 
economic and political affairs, and a 
Director of Peace News Ltd., former Mem- 
ber of Parliament. He is at present in the 
US and will be staying until December 5. 

Fenner Brockway, MP, Chairman of the Move- 
ment for Colonial Freedom and of the 
Central Board for Conscientious Objectors. 
Author and Third Camp advocate. 

Richard K. Ullmann from Germany. Doctor 
of Philosophy of Frankfurt University. Was 
head of language school in Grecce till 1937. 
After his return to Germany was imprisoned 
for a time in Buchenwald. 

Tom Wardle, journalist, member of Peace 
News staff, writer and lecturer on colonial- 
ism, Third Camp, Christian Radicalism. Has 
lived in S.E. Asia and South Africa. 
Washington and United Nations seminars 

organised by AFSC have been taking place 

since October and will be continuing well into 
next year. Details are available from AFSC, 

20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Penn. 
“Little Institutes” arranged by the New 

England Region of AFSC (130 Brattle St., 
Cambridge 38, Mass.) in schools, churches and 
communities, have been a great success. One 
girl, coming to such an Institute for the first 
time wrote afterwards, “I think one of the 
experiences most significant to me was my 
introduction to the Quaker way of life and to 
the idea of pacifism. Although I am not com- 
pletely decided as to my views about pacifism, 
the prospect of a world at peace without arms 
seems so good that I am eager to know as 
much about it as possible.” 

A “big idea” which is being worked on by 
the New England Region AFSC is for a High 
Schoo] Institute in France for the summer of 
1955 or not later than 1956. Further details 
are obtainable from the address above. 


Work Camp in Africa 


A WORK camp is to be organised at Tsito 
in the Gold Coast, beginning early next 
ear. 


The town has been described as having the 
best self-help project in West Africa, organised 
and financed by its citizens in an attempt to 
improve living standards through experimental 
agriculture and local industries. 

The camp will aim to start a school on 
fundamental education lines and an Adult 
Education College. A clinic and a co-operative 
poultry farm will also be built. ’ 

Details are obtainable from the Friends 
Work Camps Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Rd., London, N.W.1. 


PEOPLE AND 


PROFESSOR KATHLEEN LONSDALE’S 
five questions on CD, tabled in Peace 
News on June 11 and which she said officials 
and the press refused to face, have led to a 
double-column leader page article in the 
400,000 circulation Los Angeles Times. 


Peace News reader in California, Stanley 
Cobb of 647 E. Palm Street, Altadena, tells 
me he incorporated the questions in a letter 
to the paper. 

The editor put feature writer Ray Herbert 
on the job of finding out the answers ; how to 
deal with millions of corpses, germ carriers, 
transport of food, evacuation. 

Herbert, who didn't seem enthusiastic about 
City Defence Chief, Dr. Warren’s advice to 
“take to the hills,” wrote: 

“What hills? How will the pcople get 
there? What roads will they use?” 

Between them, Professor Lonsdale and 
Reader Cobb have started something in Los 
Angeles. 


Kept out, in New Zealand 


QRMOND BURTON—New Zea- 
land’s Donald Soper—is in the 
news again. jr be Xen 
New Zealand Methodist Conference spent 
three hours on November 10 debating the 
re-instatement as a full minister of this acting 
Headmaster of Wellington Technical College. 
One hundred and forty five were for, 90 
against, four neutral. A two-thirds majority 
being required the motion was lost. 


THE PRISON FORTRESS OF GAETA, ITALY 


AUSTRALIAN COs TO SPEND 
CHRISTMAS IN PRISON 


The names of Australian conscientious objectors appear for the first time in 
the lists of war resisters imprisoned at Christmas time. 
Christmas and New Year greeting cards may be sent to the individual prisoners 


at the addresses given below. 


Cards should bear signatures only of the individuals and groups sending them ; 
any personal message may prevent them being delivered to the prisoners. 


A longer list of imprisoned objectors in European countries will appear in Peace News 


on December 17, 


The arrival of cards from all over the world has the effect of an international demonstra- 
tion at the prisons, military fortresses and camps where the prisoners of peace are held. 

Two years ago an Italian war resister showed one of his most treasured possessions to 
an Australian visitor: the bundle of greeting cards received while in the fortress of Gaeta. 
They had come from New Zealand, Australia and many other countries. 

The lists of prisoners have been prepared by the headquarters staff of the War Resisters’ 


International. 
AUSTRALIA 
Second class air mail: 7d. 40z. Surface mail Printed Rate: \4d. 

NAME ADDRESS SENTENCE 
C. Haggarty, Holsworthy Military Corrective Estab., Holsworthy, NSW, Australia. 140 days 
D. MeInlay, Holsworthy Military Corrective Estab., Holsworthy, NSW, Australia 140 days 
R. Stephens, Holsworthy Military Corrective Estab., Holsworthy, NSW, Australia 140 days 
D. Willis, Holsworthy Military Corrective Estab., Holsworthy, NSW, Australia 140 days 


Postage: Second class air mail, 4 oz, 6d; 
ADDRESS 


NAME 


USA 


Surface mail 14d. 


Richard Blazej, Federal! Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn, USA. 
Franklin Berggren, Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn, USA. 
James Playford, Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn, USA. 
Francis Playford, Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn, USA. 
Saul Wider, Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn, USA. 

P. A. Nazeroff, Federal Prison Camp, Florence, Ariz, USA. 

Monty Prothero, Federal Correctional Institution, McNeil Island, Washington, USA. 
George Lillis, Federal Correctional Institution, McNeil Island, Washington, USA. 
Carl Nead, Federal Correctional Institution, Milan, Mich, USA. 

Ronald Wrightsman, Federal Correctional Institution, Milan, Mich, USA. 
Peter Yoder, Federal Correctional! Institution, Milan, Mich, USA. 

Carl Nickel, Federal Correctional Institution, Petersburg, Va, USA. 

Finley Cerwithian, Federal Correctional Institution, Petersburg, Va, USA. 
Bill Passmore, Federal Prison Camp, Seagoville, Texas, USA. 

William Moser, Federal Prison Camp, Seagoville, Texas, USA. 

Clarence Bryan, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Joseph Arnold, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Eddie Powel], Federal Correctional] Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Howard Roberson, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Burton Rosen, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Henry Adamowicz, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
John Forbes, Federal Correctional Institution, Springficld, Mo, USA. 
Ralph Dorn, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 
Bradford Lyttle, Federal Correctional Institution, Springfield, Mo, USA. 


Robert Kent, Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz, USA. 

Robert Hollingshead, Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz, USA. 
Ervin Waters, Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz, USA. 
Arthur Duffy, Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz, USA. 

Fred Hildebrand, Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz, USA. 


PLACES 


Burton, who had been expelled in 1942 
because he would not cease to witness to 
pacifism, had been approached by a group 
of 30 ministers to apply for re-admission. 


Conference was told by the Rev. A. K. 
Petch: 


“Here is a man who has been imprisoned 
and yet is held in the highest esteem by 
those who do not agree with his views. Mr. 
Burton now holds a_ position of high 
responsibility in the sphere of education. The 
status of the church would be raised if we 
opened our doors to the man.” 


Burton first went to the Technical College 
as one of the cleaners, almost the only work 
open to him in war-time. Part of his claim 
to fame in New Zealand is his authorship of 
the official record of Auckland Regiment in 
Gallipoli and on other fronts in World War I. 


Ormond Burton, MM, had changed his 
views when he wrote this history. That fact 
is recorded in an appendix. He insisted on it 
being there! 


Apartheid for Christ 


ACK home again in S. Africa to 

join in the struggle for racial 
peace, is Suzanne Stephen, after a long visit 
to her family in England. 

While in London she gave much help to 
Peace News and took an active part in the 
activities of the Non-violent Resistance 
Group. She was one of these who helped 


By Hugh Brock 


calm down the angry group of apprentices 
who threatened to pelt a demonstration at 
Harwell Atomic Plant. 


An NVR member, artist Phoebe Willetts 
gave Suzanne Stephen a painting as a parting 
gift: two hands, representing humanity, 
reaching up to the pierced hands of Christ. 


One of the reaching hands was black, the 
other white. 


The painting was confiscated by the South 
African customs, along with all Suzanne 
Stephen’s copies of Peace News and pamphlets 
by Professor Kathleen Lonsdale. 

“Black and white do not reach to the same 
Christ in South Africa,” writes Suzanne 
Stephen. 


Tough job in S. Africa 


GINCE membership of a _ peace 
organisation means “no” to the 
colour bar, pacifists are few and far between 
among the Whites in S. Africa. 
_ Keeping in touch with sympathetic people 
is important and so the S. African Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation offer to send free to 
anyone in that country copies of “ Reconcilia- 
tion in S. Africa.” 

The names of the officers of the SAFoR 
will figure prominently when the full story 
of the race relations struggle there comes to 
be written. They are the Rev. A. W. Blaxall, 
Chairman ; W. Scarnell Lean, Hon Treasurer ; 
and Ella B. Elder, Secretary (her address is 
The Manse, Brownlee St., Stutterheim, CP). 
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MASS COMMUNICATIONS 


Sometimes when you have a 
day to spare, try to work out 
how many words will be spoken 
to you via radio, television, 
films, loudspeakers and_plat- 
form during the day. Try to 
assess the even greater num- 
ber that will present them- 
selves to you in mewspapers, 
booxs, leaflets, in buses, on Baa = 
street-hoardings, packages and neon-signs. Gauge 
if you can the total effect of all the pictures, 
moving and still, that will appear before your 
eyes. 


tn just one single day. The thought alone is 
staggering. 

And what does it amount to? When you get 
home, try to figure that one out. If your day 
has been a normal one, skipping libraries, 
museums, churches and places of learning, the 
chances are that when you have eliminated all 
the guff on detergents, intimate stories of the 
screen idols, the latest pictures of the Foreign 
Secretary enplaning for the latest conference 
to save the peace, and the thousand and one 
shapely ladies drooling at you about everything 
from canned beans to national savings, you're 
left with—precisely nothing. 


This process of brain-eye-and-ear bashing is 
known as mass communications. It keeps mil- 
lions employed in a never-ending process of 
eradicating from the public mind such scraps 
of information about true life and the world as 
it may have picked up at grandma’s knee 
(mother won't qualify, she came too late in the 
story). 


As you sit down, weary, with the noise of 
sounding brass booming in your head, you will 
probably ask yourself why there is not some 
instrument of communication that makes a 
point of telling the truth, of giving the facts; 
something that a man could read with a good 
grace and a sense of not wasting his time. 


Then you'll remember Peace News, which 
tries, at any rate, to do that. 


Will you remember it sufficiently warmly 
perhaps to send a few shillings its way, for the 
cause of honest and worthwhile journalism, if 
nothing else? 


TOM WARDLE. 


Contributions since November 19: £51] 2s. Id. 
Total since January 1, 1954: £1664 8s. 6d. 
Target for the year: £2000. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Vera Brittain, 
Treasurer, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., NA. 


Give up military power 
FIRST STEP TO PEACE 


y REAL peace-making must begin with the 

renunciation of military power,” declared 
a_resolution passed by the Toldas Group 
(Toldas: Total disarmament with active 
security) at a meeting in Liverpool. 


Alan Litherland, Secretary of the Toldas 
Group, who proposed the resolution, said that 
their central task should be to promote a new 
outlook in international affairs. This neces- 
sarily implied all sorts of developments on the 
positive side, but the crucial issue was to 
make known the simple truth that to get peace 
we must first stop making war. 


There was grave danger of being drawn 
aside by innumerable useful and constructive 
activities, to the neglect of the peace-move- 
ment’s characteristic task. 

This resolution will be circulated to other 
peace societies for their consideration and 
approval. 


SAVE TO 
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Said in 
the House.. 


in the Debate on Civil Defence on November 
10, 1954 


vs MPELL the public the facts. Tell them what 

the hydrogen bomb means, Tell them 
what is the state of the modern world. Tell 
them of the utter helplessness of politicians in 
the face of this menace, and tell them that we 
are sitting here iia a state of aimost niental 
decay because none of us can grapple with the 
problem. ' 

“Tell them that in the militarists’ world we 
have now reached the inevitable end of militar- 
ism. Tell them we have come to the position 
when the whole of the arguments have gone 
by the board, Tell them there is no answer to 
this menace. Tell them they have got to take 
their chance of survival in antagonism or pin 
their hopes on a solution by peace. © 

“If we do that, we shall not need Civil 
Defence. I believe that if we gave a lead in 
that direction, there might be hopes of an 
answer in terms of the thesis of hunian under- 
standing and world brotherhood.” 


—Lesuie Hace, MP. 


* sd * 


“There is no defence for the civilian 
population oj Britain in @ hydrogen war, and 
the Goveriment know it perfectly well. That 
is why they fave not told us their pians, One 
has only to go back to the last White Paper or 
Defence to see exactly what the Government 
had in mind. 

“That White Paper was not written on the 
basis that the nation could survive a hydrogen 
war, It was written on the basis that someliow 
or other, after the first attacks, with their 
catastrophic results and their nation-wide 
devastation, it might be possible to salvage a 
little installation here, a piece of machinery 
somewhere else, a small handful of individuals 
in some other place, in order to continue what 
the Government describe as “ broken back ” 
war, 

“The purpose of the Bill is to try to keep 
unaffected by that devastation and trained in 
advance, a small nurnber of people, not at all 
for the purpose of defending a civilian popula- 
tion, which by that time will be largely wiped 
out, but for the purpose of carrying on in this 


broken back way some kind of military 
activity.” 
---SYDNEY SILVERMAN, MP. 
+ : * 


Army Act Debate, Novy. 12, 1954 


“ The soldier .. . Heaven bless him, still seeks 
‘|. . the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon’s mouth’ 

It will be a sorry day for this country if he 

should ever cease to do so.” 
—CoL. J. R. HUTCHISON (Con, Glasgow, 

Scotstoun). 
. * . 


“We have got to face the situation that, for 
some time to come, troops will be stationed 
overseas,” 

—Sir Patrick SPENS (Con., Kensington, 
South), 


eb ” = Aid ° 

The “New” Civil Defence 

At the Third Reading of the Civil Defence 
(Armed Forces) Bill which was passed recently 
one of the Amendments agreed to was as 
follows : 

“In this Act the expression ‘ civil defence’ 
includes any measures not amounting to actual 
combat for affording defence against any form 
of hostile attack by a foreign power or for 
depriving any form of hostile attack by a 
foreign power of the whole or rt of its 


effect, whether the measures are taken before, 
at or after the time of the attack.” (Our italics 
—Ed.) 


We 


JN those lands that have fostered the idea 

in the past, there is a growing scepticism 
as to the reality of democracy to-day; a 
growing doubt as to the extent to which the 
most important decisions are taken out of 
the hanas of ihe people. With the increas- 
ing centralisation and complexity of our 
society it is becoming more and more dif- 
ficult for the ordinary man to exercise any 
real control over the conditions that govern 
his life. 

Those who draw attention to the short- 
comings in our democratic society must, 
however, beware that they do not decry 
democracy itself. This is happening more 
and more frequently today and Peace News 
is not exempt from the tendency to advocate 
the substitution of authoritarian government 
for the democratic idea. Two recent ex- 
amples of this have been John Nibb’s 
article “49 per cent or 51?” (Nov. 12) and 
the articles of William MacLellan following 
his Russian visit (Oct. 29 and Nov. 12). 


Authoritarian ideas 


The authoritarian ideas behind the contri- 
butions of these two writers were doubtless 
very different but the fact that they both 
point to an abandonment of our traditional 
democratic values is an indication of the dan- 
ger in which we stand today. This ideologi- 
cal attack on democracy is particularly dan- 
gerous at the present juncture because demo- 
cracy is likely shortly to meet with a very 
practical and serious chalienge. 


The basis on which the democratic idea 
rests is not that if out of a hundred people 
co-operating socially 51 believe that some- 
thing should be ordered in one way while 
49 hold another opinion, the 51 are bound 
to be “right”; it is founded on the view 
that there is no way of deciding absolutely 
which is right and therefore the best way 
to settle the matter is for all to agree that 
things shall be ordered as the greater 
number desire. 


It is true that the pacifist has his reser- 
vation as to this principle. He holds that 
he is not to be compelled by a majority 
decision to perform as an individual actions 
which he conscientiously holds to be wrong. 


With this reservation, however, it is surely 
obvious that the pacifist must be a demo- 
crat. He must believe that it is desirabie 
that the way declared for by the 51 shouid 


HUAUALUGALERAONENYOQUUSUENSHUQUAGOUNRSQUOGUESERBUUHSEAYEOUNOROOUELEQQUAUDUEELOGLUOQUGRSOOOUHLOUEOSOQNLUGGYNNUCQSIOQUNOLN0U1SLQGEUUEHOH4SGHQUNGUNNUSEOUSUOSOONSORSULSUUEUNOQUNOGRONV9U0NNUQ90000UHOUTOUUCGMOOONEOUCOGOUSOEOOOUEOUOOUOONOG NOH 


a 


SYM AUALAOAALEOAAAAOEGASEU MSAD TSMA HOU UA AON ONAN DOSE SEU ESTA SUO STENT 


UNEDITED OPINIONS 


be followed rather than that declared for 
by the 49, even if he personally thinks it 
better for society to hold the view of the 
minority, 


The foundation of the pacifist view is the 
worth of the human person. This involves, 
in a very fundamental sense, regarding all 
human beings as equal. Human equality 
does not mean that ali are as wise or clever 
as each other, any more than it means that 
they are as big as each other. It means 
first, that the things in which human beings 
are alike are overwhelmingly greater than 
the things in which they are different (it is 
this very fact that constitutes their human- 
ity); and secondly that there is no extra- 
human way of establishing primaries in 
regard to the things in which they diifer. 


THE ATTACK ON 
DEMOCRACY 


By John Jeremy 


This issue may be presented in a year or 
two in a very rude form. In Italy, the Com- 
munists, whose organisation now completely 
“integrates” the Nenni socialists, controi 
more than 35 per cent of the national vote. 
It is possible that at the next election they 
may come out on top. 


Walter Lippman, who syndicates articles 
in the American Press, has recently visited 
Italy. He reports that there is a disposition 
among spokesmen for the non-Communist 
parties to declare thai they will not sur- 
render power even if a majority of Commu- 
nists should be elected. Those who take 
this view would be able to quote John Nibb 
in support of their action; equally, however, 
the Communists could quote him on their 
side even if they were to take power with- 
out securing a majority of votes. 


The case of the Christian Democrats who 
taik like this is that they do not propose to 
permit the Communists to use the machinery 
of free elections to put an end to free 
elections. 


Mr. Lippman comments that the danger 
in this situation is that this action will cease 
to protect the machinery of representative 
democracy because it is likely to be pursued 
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with most vigour by the fascist elements 
in the non-Communist parties. 


There are of course, ex-fascists among the 
Italian Communists as well as among the 
Christian Democrats; and on both sides it 
is precisely these people who will find them- 
selves at home with the principles that John 
Nibb has enunciated. 


Well, there is the problem. How is the 
democrat, and particuiarly how is the paci- 
fist, who must embrace democracy, to deal 
with it? 

t is not an easy problem. Most of us feel 
that we would like to say, with Ernest 
Renan: 


“Let us promise ourselves that not only 
shall we detend our freedom against all 
that would assail it, but also that if the 
need arises, we shall defend the freedoin 
of those who have not always respected 
ours and who would probably not respect 
it if they were masters now.” 


ft is not too difficult, although it is cer- 
tainly not too common, for the liberal- 
minded man to say this when there is little 
likelihood that those who would not respect 
freedom will become masters; but what if 
they are likely to do so? 


Deepened faith 


1 do not profess to be able to give the 
answer to this problem, but I believe it is 
to be found in a profounder view of, and 
faith in, democracy than exists in the so- 
called democratic societies today, where 
democracy is held somewhat perfunctorily. 
It is this casual regard for democratic values 
that gives to articles like those of John Nibb 
and William MacLellan, as well as the 
theorisings in the Communist and fellow- 
travelling publications, their specious ap- 
peal. Combined with this deepened faith 
there should be the development of a tech- 
nique of non-violent resistance (as applicd 
some thirty years ago against the Kapp 
Putsch in Germany) as a means of protec- 
tion. It will be seen however that in regard 
to the specific danger we have been coniem- 
piating there are difficulties of time and 
method in working out the application of 
such a technique. 


This is a real problem that should be 
faced and not evaded. The first requirement 
in meeting it is to strengthen opinion 
behind democracy; not to seek to weaken 
it. 
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ZIONIST BULLDOG 


Ben Gurion of 


\HE Jews have always been in the world like 
colonists from another planet. They have 
constituted an alien, intrusive, and unassimil- 
able element, never wholly at ease and never 
fully comprehended. 


For them ail the non-Jewish inhabitants of 
the globe, with all their diversities, are included 
in the one word Gentiles, while the resenttu 
consciousness of the presence of the Jews has 
equajly been expressed in the one word Anti- 
semilism, which might as well have been Anti- 
martianism or Anti-venusianism. 


Indeed it is surprising that no science-fiction 
writer has yet suggested that the Hebrews 
originally reached here by space-ship some 
four thousand years ago, though Christians 
hold that the King of the Jews did in fact come 
from the skies, 


The mystery investing Israel has also em- 
braced one small strip of earthly territory on 
the shores of the Eastern Mediterranean, desig- 
nated as the Promised Land, which for millions 
even of non-Jews is the Holy Land. 


Divorced from that spiritual and_ political 
home for nineteen centuries, the Jews have 
clung tenaciously to life and to hope of re- 
turn to Zion in a supreme non-violent resistance 
movement. That movement became definitive 


MAN’S SKARCH FOR 
THE GOOD LIFE 


by Scott Nearing 


A distinguished American _ pacifist’s 
analysis of the difficulties and dangers 
which beset present-day Western civili- 


sation, together with suggested alter- 
natives for the individual and_ the 
community, 


160 pages; 16s. ($2.50). 


In Great Britain order from: 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


Two unique and timely books for those who 


seek a better way of life internationally and individually 


A FINE GIFT SET : Both books, attractively boxed, 35s. ($5.00) 


These beautifully produced books should be welcomed by anyone aware and 
weary of the tedious and pernicious quality of urban life. The ideas presented 
and experiences recounted may start you off on a new, healthier, and happier 
way of life. 


(Incidentally, Dr. and Mrs, Nearing are enthusiastic boosters of PEACE News in 
America, where, they say, no comparable periodical is published). 


A aa nee a WELLINGTON’S 


LIVING THE 
GOOD LIFE 


by Helen & Scot Nearing 


Pioneering, building, organic gardening, 
co-operation, and vegetarian living in 
the wilderness .. . A plain and practical 
account of a successful twenty year pro- 
ject in a Self-subsistent New England 
homestead. 


224 pages; photos; 21s. ($3.50). 


In US A and Canada order from: 


WELLINGTON’S BOOKSHOP 
346 Concord Avenue, 
Belmont 78, Mass. 


Israel by Bamet Litvinoft. 


in Zionism in the second half of the nineteenth 
century, ultimately finding its prophet and !ea- 
der in a Viennese journalist Theodor Herzl. 


Eventually in 1948 the completely incon- 
gruous anachronistic, yet youthfully modern 
State of Israe] came into existence, creating a 
new expression of a problem as old as the 
Pharaohs, a problem for the surrounding Arab 
States and a problem for all mankind. Perhaps 
more than a problem, a strange rationally inex- 


By Hugh Schonfield 


plicable portent, with herald angels mixed up 
with coinmunistic social experiments, a pointer 
towards some world other-worldly which 
some have called the Kingdom of God. 


The book under review tells the story of 
Zionism through the biography of David Ben- 
Gurion, formerly David Green of Plonsk in 
Poland, first Prime Minister of Israel. 


Here was a grim young socialist, full of con- 
cern for the rights of the workers, yet so 
greatly troubled by the sufferings of his 
people, that he must bend all his energies to 
building a free and flourishing Hebrew 
Socialist Republic out of the tired dust of 
Palestine. 


Rugged, intense, tenacious and tactless, a 
democratic autocrat, he led, urged and goaded 
his followers and associates into statehood. Ex- 
pediency he would accept. Dipiomacy he could 
not abide. He would always rather be wrong 
than indecisive. Naturally friendly and 
humanly tolerant, his tactics inevitably made 
enemics. At crucial moments—-and they were 
many—he was bold and unafraid. Back and 
forth across the worid he went to serve his 


The day we didn’t go to war 


“Saturday, April 3, 1954, was a raw, windy 
day in Washington,” writes Chalmers M. 
Roberts, foreign affairs reporter for the Wash- 
ington Post and Times Herald in The 
Reporter, September 14, 1954. 


On this day eight members of Congress “ got 
the scare of their lives” when, in a secret 
conference, John Foster Dulles and Admiral 
Radford asked for a joint resolution by Con- 
gress to permit the President to use air and 
naval power in Indo-China. 

Mr. Roberts describes the situation as a 
“mixture of improvisation and panic” reveai- 
ing how clase the US came to entering the 
Indo-China war. The magazine entities the 
story, “The day we didn’t go to war.” 

The unpopularity of the war in France and 
the prompt and popular negative reaction of 
Britain were major influences in the final deci- 
sion. But the response of the American public, 
though badly and inadequately informed, was 
also important. 

—New York State Peace Council News 
Letter, October 4, 1954. 


The cost of recruiting 


The cost of Armed Services publicity, mostly 
applying to recruiting for 1953-54, was dis- 
closed in the House of Commons recently. It 
is as follows: 

Army: £343,000; Air Force: £231,000. 


Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 18s. net. 


cause, treating the globe as a parish, bearding 
statesmen of a dozen nations, militant, and for 
the desired ends a militarist. 


Through Mr. Litvinotf’s pages the power- 
Politics of the twentieth century weave in and 
out of the career of the stocky Jewish dema- 
gogue who loved the Bible but hardly ever 
darkened the door of a synagogue. The World 
Wars, the Middle East ferment, the blight of 
Hitlerism, the stupidities of British mandatory 
rule and the follies of the British Labour 
Party, and the final Arab-Israeli struggle, all 
enter into the drama of Zion and Ben-Gurion, 
Ii ts a drama not yet cancluded, with the lead- 
ing actor in old age deiiberately forsaking his 
high office to work and meditate in a small 
settlement in the Negev. Words of his, preg- 
nant with fate, have yet to be spoken. ey 
will influence events long afier he has laid 
down the burden of his physical body. 


For the non-Jew the book -will not be easy 
reading, for it is filled with the peculiar ideas 
and antics of the Peculiar People. Can even 
Israel understand Israel ? Israel of the future 
alone will tell. 


TRENDS 


_ One great surprise for young and able 
Andrew Meisels, editor of the college paper at 
CCN.Y., who visited Hungary and wrote up 
his trip for the New York Times, was the fact 
that people in Hungary seemed the best dressed 
and best fed of any satellite—< and yet it was 
in Hungary . .. that I found the most out- 
Spoken resentment against the government.” 


To students of revolution, however, it has 
long been a truism that a spirit of revolt arises 
only after an oppressed people begins to ex- 
perience better living standards. That is one 
of the best hopes for the dictated peoples of 
Russia and everywhere. Once a dictatorship 
begins to relax its harshness, it can’t stop the 
public; once conditions get better, concession 
must follow concession. 


DeEVERE ALLEN, WORLDOVER PRESS, 
November 19, 1954 


* . * 


Several recent acts of Russian policy seem to 
show a change of tactics rnore important than 
a change of manner. Thus the new agree- 
ment with China, by which Russia’s foothold 
in Port Arthur is to be surrendered, represents 
a real positionai sacrifice. 


Similarly, the winding up of joint industrial 
enterprises in the East European satellites-— 
although by no means an altogether altruistic 
gesture—creates risks which Stalin, for one, 
would not have accepted. And another ex- 
ample is the abandonment of territorial claims 
on Turkey. 


More remarkable is the apparent offer to 
Marshai Tito to let bygones be bygones. Then 
there are hints—stili vaguely worded, it must 
be confessed-—that Russia is at last prepared to 
take seriously the discussion of disarmament 
and an Austrian treaty. 


—THE Times, November 15, 1954. 


Former Press Attache in Moscow on— 


RUSSIA AND 
THE WEST 


By OLWEN BATTERSBY 


# PPNHE socialisation of Russian industrial life 

would seem to be permanent, but 
a reversal of Russian agricultural policy is 
not impossible,” said John Lawrence speaking 
on “Russia and the West” to a London 
meeting on November 29 organised by the 
National Peace Council. 

John Lawrence was British Press Attache in 
the USSR, 1942-1945. 

The Stalinist Five Year Plans had been 
frantic and cruel efforts at persuading the 
people that plenty was just round the corner, 
or just round the next corner but six. At the 
present moment, men conscripted for national 
service, were ploughing up the Russian Steppes 
in the search for food. But shortage continued, 
and patience was running ‘out. 

Any change of policy would be resisted by 
those in power; but if a system of small 
individual farms, with small co-operative 
undertakings for the supply of machines, could 
be shown to produce more food, then it was 
possible that a new element might be intro- 
duced into the countryside which within 
twenty years would set the tone for Soviet 
society. 

Since the death of Stalin there had been a 
little more freedom of discussion; the Russians 
could read a little more freely ; more com- 
munity goods were produced ; peasants could 
keep a larger proportion of their produce, and 
the methods of Stalin were applied with 
greater flexibility. These were small changes, 
but the possibility of greater change must not 
be ruled out. 

The ordinary Russian, if convinced of 
sympathy, did not hide his admiration for 
England. He believed the English to be a 
people gayer, less poor, less badgered by 
authority, and more advanced technologically 
than himself. : 

But at the same time the ordinary Russian 
believed that capitalism meant a fight for 
markets, reduction of wages, imperialism, ex- 
ploitation and eventually war. He believed 
that his Western brother would be driven to 
fight by forces stronger than himself. 

Support for this view he found in tl. 
reported speeches of McCarthy = anki 
MacArthur: it was the one facet of Marxist 

hilosophy which commanded almost universal 
elief, 
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See you to-night 2 
Steps of S*. Martin-in-the-Fields Trafalgar 
Square every Friday at 5.30 p.m. 


CENTRAL LONDON PEACE NEWS 
STREET SELLING CAMPAIGN 


Papers and posters await your collection ; 
all volunteers welcomed. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


London Area Meeting 


A date to remember 


DEC. | b 


As this ts a@ free service, We ae 
reserve the right to select notices for # a / 
publication. We nevertheless desire | at Wy 
fo make it as complete a service as | a a 
we reasonably can, and therefore iE Gi i 


urge organisers of events fo: 


Friday, December 3 


See Diary for Detaiis 
ee ws 


‘Fuesday, December 7 


Colour bar in the USA 


Ye PROGRESS of the American Negro,” an 

* Amazing Phenomenon ” is the heading 
of an article in Peace News September 3, 
but the situation across the country gives little 
ground for optimism. ; 

The Negro is not accepted on merit, and it 
is doubtful if any “law” will correct the 
ignominious situation. The outcast blackmoor 
is but one manifestation of the bigotry of the 
white race ; Orientals and, more amazing, the 
indigenous American Indian is held as inferior 
by the descendants of the invaders who stole 
their ancestral homeland. 

The question is suggested: could the 
forced decision raise the status of the Negro 
to equality of opportunity? Will it create 
more hatred and violence? Can people be 
frightened for long into accepting anything 
they don’t want? 

The article implies that “ Abraham Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation” freed all the 
slaves in America. Perhaps the writer and the 
sources he quotes are aware that this was not a 
philanthropic but a war measure; that it 
applied only to the slaves in that part of the 
country that was in rebellion against the 
Union, emancipating over 3,000,000; that the 
institution of slavery was not disturbed by the 
Emancipation Proclamation in six states and 
in parts of two others, which contained over 
830,000 slaves. These latter were set free by 
the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, 
December 18, 1865, eight months after 
Lincoln’s death. LOUIS OBED RENNE. 


114 Cornell Rd., Menlo Park, Calif., USA. 
ss The Six ” 


(CONGRATULATIONS to Emrys Hughes, 

for an article which almost restores one’s 
faith in members of Parliament, and to the 
small group who had the moral courage and 
political wisdom to vote against the rearma- 


ment of West Germany. 
IVAN GEFFEN. 


Prospective Labour Candidate, Newcastle 
North. 


A worker at each end 


2ALPH SHARP'S letter (November 19) 
pointing out that co-operation (willing or 
unwilling) of the workers is necessary before 
quantitics of bombs and bombers are produced 
retrninds me of the occasion when I saw a 
couple of pound notes handed up to the plat- 
form at a peace meeting from “a group of 
munition workers with guilty consciences.” 
They obviously felt trapped by circumstances. 
[ expect they would have agreed if some- 
one had put it to them that a bayonet in use is 
a weapon with a worker at each end, or more 
precisely, a worker on one end and two 
workers at the other. 

The whole question makes me wonder if war 
could ever break out between two countries 
where both of them realised that labour pro- 
duces wealth before capital can exist and there- 
fore the true relationship is for capital to be 
employed by labour to produce enjoyable 
wealth rather than labour to be employed by 
capital to produce the instruments of war if 
«me employer so chooses. H. G. EDE. 

162 Ash Grove, Heston, Middx. 


UNA and UNICEF 


N your issue of November 19 you draw 
attention to the fact that the United 
Nations Association this autumn has spon- 
sored an appeal fund, 80 per cent, of which 
will go to the United Nations Children’s Fund 
and 20 per cent to the United Nations Asso- 
cialion. May I make it quite clear that any 
who wish to earmark the whole of their con- 
tribution to the work of UNICEF are quite at 
liberty to do so, and such earmarking will be 
respected. Your readers may be interested to 
know that already the appeal has exceeded 
£100,000. DAVID ENNALS. 
Secretary, United Nations Association. 
25 Charles St., W.1. 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hail, 
street); nature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address) 
——preferably in that order and style. 


pence. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 
minimum 2s, 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
Maximum length 6@ words. 
for Box No. replies : Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


LETTERS 


Christmas hospitality 


MPHE object of the East and West Friendship 

Council is to introduce students from the 
Colonies and the East to people in this country 
and to bring a little warmth into the lives of 
many whose stay here would otherwise be 
somewhat barren. 

For this purpose the Council is in touch 
with a large number of British friends in all 
parts of the country who want to meet them 
and invite them to their homes for weekends 
or for longer periods, or for occasional meals 
and other forms of hospitality. 

We have a student membership of both 
sexes at the present time of over 1,200, with 
representatives in the principal cities and 
towns, and we would welcome offers of 
hospitality from interested friends no matter 
where they may live. We are particularly con- 
cerned to provide a homely atmosphere for the 
students at Christmas time. 

A letter or postcard to the Secretary at 101 
Gower St., London, W.C.1., or to the writer 
at 12 Gawthorpe Ave., Bingley, Yorkshire will 


suffice. 
R. E. DAVIES. 
TOLD BRIEFLY 


Mayor presents bouquet 
to H-bomb signatory 


WHEN Mrs. B. Saddington of East Ham 
* signed a Peace Petition on her doorstep 
recently she little knew that it would lead to 
her receiving a bouquet from the Mayor. It 
happens however that she is the 5,000th 
signatory locally and the East Ham H-bomb 
Petition Committee had previously arranged a 
function to mark this point in the campaign. 


For a time during the last war Mrs. Sadding- 
ton helped to run the only café in Silvertown 
which remained open constantly, in spite of 
Hitler’s bombing of this dockland area. She 
prepared thousands of meals for dockers and 
ARP workers over this vital period. “ Another 
war is unthinkable” she said “we must all 
play a part to see that peace is maintained.” 


Canon Raven heads “ War 


on Want” 


The death of Mr. B. Seebohm Rowntree, 
President and Chairman of the Council for 
War On Want, has made necessary a reorgani- 
sation in which Canon C. E. Raven assumes 
the presidency, with Sir Richard Acland, MP 
as Chairman, and Commander G. R. Lavers, 
OBE as Vice-Chairman. 


* * s 


“Irrigation pipes for Israel are a much better 
defence against Communsm than atom 
bombs for Germany, and we shall defend the 
Middle East much more effectively if we 
send Arab countries tractors and fertilisers 
instead of tanks and jets,” Mr Anthony 
Greenwood, Labour MP for Rosendale told 
a meeting in Bradford last Saturday. 


* * * 


In British TV’s first religious quiz, “Christian 
Forum,” Professor Coulson said recently 
that as a Christian he could not work in a 
war factory. Bishop of Bristol said, “I am 
not sure that there are not some businesses 
and industries that it is worse for a Christian 
to work in than armaments,” and named 
the football pools firm, Littlewoods. 

* * La 


Club International is the name of a new 
London club (headquarters: Youth House, 
250 Camden Rd., N.W.1.) which has for its 
purpose the promotion of social and inter- 
national understanding and to provide a 
meeting place for men and women of all 
nations. 


NATURE CURE Health Centre. 
House, Bedfordshire. 
for particulars. 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FEL 
invites your support. 


3d. per word, 
Please 


Address 


Apply to the Secretary 


For details of member- 
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Peacelovers’ gifts that are never out of date 


Peaceful England 
Posteard Calendar 


Delightful scenes of rural and historic England, 

designed by DENNIS JAMES in fo.r colours, with 

quotations from Wm. Penn, Chaucer, Gandhi, 

Schweitzer, Soper, etc. Each month tears off as a 

picture postcard, leaving the calendar section 
for reference. 


WITH ENVELOPE 
2s. 9d. @ AND. STIFFENER 


Six for 15s., twelve for 27s. 6d., post free 


PEACE DIARY 
FOR 1955 


Attractive green leather cloth binding, a week to 
the double page, with sixteen page international 
Peace Directory and all usual information. 


o 


25s. dozen 


2 post free 


8d. 


There is a tremendcus demand for 
* Endsleigh "’ 


Christmas Cards 


Twenty six well-varied and colourful designs, 
24d. to Sd each, with envelopes,all post free. 


FULL SAMPLE SET for 8s. 
TRIAL PACKET (nine asstd.) 2/6 


Each packet includes a specimen ENDSLEIGH PAINTING 
CARD (for colouring, Is. 9d. six asstd.) and GIFT CARD 
CALENDARS (is. 9d. for twelve) 

All proceeds to the Peace News Fund 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS, 
3 Blackstock Rd. London \.4 


INDIAN OPINION 


Founded by Mahatma Gandhi 
in 1903 


For the moral, political and 
social advancement of Indians 


in South Africa 


Published Every Friday 
Thirty Shillings Annually 


APPLY 
The Manager 
Indian Opinion 
P. Bag, Phoenix, Natal, S. Africa 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday Dec 5 
Studio, 29 Addison Ave., London W.II 
(Near Holland Park Stn.) : 
Discourse by Pt. Ushartuch Arya 
” The Religious Background of Indian Pacifism.” 


Cee rereteseeeeesensees 
see eee eeeeeeneceeeneee 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PEACE WORK is available for all volun- 
teers at Peace News office. Daytime and every 
Wednesday evening we shall be grateful for 
help, Write, phone or just drop in to Peace 
News (STAmford Hill 2262), 3 Blackstock Rd. 


Blunham 
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Dard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Meeting of Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG. 


ANUUUMCACNCAUNUUAUASUEAUQTCIACAYUUTATEOEAYUASTTEUT RETURN] | Warde. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 
yard Hlo., 6 Endsleigh St. Peter Scher. “Robert 
Owen.”* Central London Gp. PPU. 


“* Jeremiah, 
Area mig. PPU. 


Universalist Service and Christmas Celebration. 
‘© Tidings of Great Joy” 
PPU Religion Commission. 


7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep-| Ai weicome. 


His Importance."’ Coffee, 9 p.m. 


Discourse by Tom|ful book free. 


Rochester 19, N.Y. 


KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke St., 


wanted, 4-5 bedrooms, to £2,500. Garden and 
garage (space) preferred. 


“ELIJAH COMING Before Christ,"* wonder- 
Megiddo Misdion, Dept. 13. 


Cannie Jones, 37 Wellington Rd., Binningham 


20. 


area. 


Ashton, Hay-on-Wye. 


caretaker post. 


Experienced  buildi 
tenance. Good refs. F 


Box 590 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a local | 


RELIABLE MARRIED COUPLE 


require 
fa main- 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


JOHN FLETCHER answers the question— 


Page Six 


DOES DR. SCHWEITZER 
SUPPORT PACIFISM? 


JN reporting Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s Nobel Peace Prize address, the Sunday Times 


translated a passage as follows : 


Today, once again, peace has gone from the world; nations feel themselves 
menaced by other nations; and we must concede to each the right to defend his 
country with the terrible weapons which are now at his disposal. 

Commenting editorially, The Sunday Times remarked that in saying this, “ Dr. 
Schweitzer allows the statesman’s perplexities.” ; ‘ 
The Peace News translation of the whole paragraph in Dr. Schweitzer’s speech 


reads : 


“ Once more, we live in an age marked by the absence of peace ; once more the 
nations feel themselves menaced by others; once more we must concede to every- 
body the right to defend themselves with the terrible weapons now available. 

In the following article, John P. Fletcher, a prominent British Quaker, shows that Dr. 
Schweitzer’s whole approach (o the problem of peace is essentially pacifist. 


HEN I read the Sunday Times report 

of Albert Schweitzers Peace Prize 
Address, THE PROBLEM OF Peace, I 
shared Sybil Morrison’s disappointment 
that it seemed that Schweitzer had some- 
how blunted and even turned his point 
and given encouragement to the war- 
mongers. 


In 1924, when I first read Schweitzer’s 
Decay AND RESTORATION OF CIVILISATION it 
was an outstanding event in my life; for his 
reasoning was so clear on the power of the 
ethic of reverence for life (or, as he now also 
calls it, compassion), that I have always since 
acclaimed him as one of us. During our 
friendship of the last thirty years I have often 
spoken with him about this. So it was a great 
disappointment when I read the Sunday Times 
extract from the address. 


Unjustified slant 


But when I read the full text in Peace News 
(and I congratulate you on the specd with 
which you made it available to us) I was 
assured that my friend had not let us down. 
The Sunday Times by selection of extracts 
and by a leading article had given a slant 
which cannot be justified. The Norwegian 
Embassy in London kindly sent me a copy of 
the French script (the language in which Dr. 
Schweitzer delivered the address) and I am 
clear that the translation published by you is 
correct and that used by the Sunday Times is 
incorrect. 


All pacifists may sincerely use Schweitzer to 
comend our case among al! kinds of thought- 
ful people. 


It is noteworthy that he calls his address 
“The Problem of Peace.” He charges all 
politicians with helplessness in solving the 
problem ; that they cannot now end wars with 
peace treaties, but only with truces; that they 
are concerned only to secure the fruits of their 
own victory and their own share of the spoils; 
that they can only think of the needs of the 
moment. 


Again: the problem of peace is completely 
new because of the frightful power of the 
weapons of destruction. By their usc and 
preparation for future use man has become 
aware of his guilt of inhumanity, acts which 
make, us shudder. Conscience convicts us that 
we have become inhuman, and war condemns 
us to accept it. ‘ The horror of this experience 
must arouse us from our stupor so that we 
direct our will and our hope towards the 
coming of an era in which there will be No 
MORE WAR.” We must attain a new spirit. 


End of superstition 


And now Schweitzer seems to forget the 
politicians with their powers of making wars 
and their helplessness in making peace, and 
appeals to the power of the spirit in the 
ordinary man. The power of the spirit can be 
invoked again as it was invoked in the 17th 
and 18th Centuries, he says. It then put an 
end to superstition, witch trials and tortures 
and many traditional follies. The spirit is not 
dead, though it lives in solitude. It has based 
itself on nothing less than the essential nature 
of man, compassion. 


“We venture to address ourselves to the 
whole man, to his faculty of thought and 
feeling, to exhort him to know himself and 
to be true to himself. Again we want to put 
our trust in the profound qualities of his 
nature.” 


The coming of peace depends on the mind 
and will of individuals. The present evil of 
nationalism can only be counteracted by the 
rebirth of a humanitarian ideal. Some have 
come to see that peace must reign some day. 
Tolstoy foretold it. It was considered utopian 
then: today it must become a reality, or 
humanity will perish. 


Schweitzer then comes to a declaration of 
his own conviction: 


“My profound conviction is that the 
solution (of the problem of peace) consists 


GERMANY 


arrangements completed. But the mecting was 
stopped. 

Shortly after, Count Baudission, a repre- 
sentative from the office of Herr Blank, the 
future War Minister, was permitted to use 
the same hall for a talk on “The Future 
European Army.” 

A hall was found for Prof. Nishiwaki’s 
address, but no reference to the meeting was 
made in the Press. 


% From 
page one 


in renouncing war for an ethical reason, 
because it makes us capable of inhuman 
crimes. 


“The only originality which I claim for 
accompanied by the certainty born of 
thought that the spirit is, in our age, cap- 
able of creating a new mentality, an ethical 
mentality. Inspired by such a conviction I 
proclaim this truth in the hope that my 
testimony can contribute to the recognition 
that it has validity not only in words but in 
deeds.” 


This, then, is the message of Albert 
Schweitzer today to all of us throughout the 
world, within the movement of the War 
Resisters International, those of us young and 
old who, in obedience to conscience have 
already renounced war. With all the strength 
of his clear and powerful reasoning, Albert 
Schweitzer tells us that we are right, and calls 
on us to use our own thought and will to lead 
the world out of its misery to the peace of a 
warless world. 


PEACE NEWS 


December 3, 1954 


SYBIL MORRISON 


The root of the evil 


Even before the war ended and while the Germans were surrendering by 
hundreds of thousands and our streets were crowded with cheering people, I tele- 
graphed to Lord Montgomery directing him to be careful in collecting the German 
arms, to stack them so that they could easily be issued again to the German 
soldiers whom we should have to work with if the Soviet advance continued. 

—The Prime Minister. November 23, 1954. 


[7 is curious that during these last few 
weeks, when great winds and tremen- 
dous rains have driven English rivers to 
break their banks and flood the fields and 
towns, there should at the same time have 
been a most stormy spate of revelations 
from writers and statesmen. 
Articles and reviews of books about Lloyd- 
George and Churchill in World War I, open- 
ing the eyes of many who have faithfully 


telied upon the wisdom and judgment of states- 
men to conduct wars, have over-flowed from 


Bazaars raise over £130 


for Peace News 


KINGSWAY LECTURE HALL was filled 

to capacity for the Peace News Bazaar 
and social last Saturday. Over £90 was raised 
for the Peace News Fund. 


The stalls and sideshows were decorated and 
manned by Peace News staff and voluntary 
helpers. 


The PPU Religion Commission Bazaar, 
Social and Exhibition on November 6, raised 
£34 which will be divided between the PPU 
and Peace News. 


Supported by local Quakers, a Hampstead 
bazaar on November 24, raised £25 for Peace 
News. 


Joan Fry, now 92 years old, presided over 
her own stall of hand made calendars. Others 
helping the venture, in the home of Mrs. 
Hawkin, were John Fletcher, Mrs. John 
Garside, Mrs. Marris, Mrs. Sandor and 
Alexander Wilson. 


INTERNATIONAL FREEDOM DAY 


(1) FROM PAGE ONE 


merely in theory and for some future date 
to be determined by others. 


“They hold that Americans joining in the 
observance of an International Freedom Day 
have a clear obligation to register their protest, 
not least against imperialist, oppressive and 
exploitive practices by the United States and 
American interests in Latin America and else- 
where in the world.” 


Mr. Trikamdas interpreted the mood of the 
meeting when he said: 

“If we are to believe the power blocs, we 
are today faced with two alternatives: one is 
slavery ; the other is an atom bomb. 

“The colossus is standing and bestriding the 
world, and the only two alternatives that it 
seems to offer are: either you become my 
slaves or I destroy you with this atom bomb. 
Now that is the danger with which we have 
got to contend. 


Resources of the heart 


“And if we want to fight that danger and 
want to win, it will require all our resources, 
and not resources by way of a counter-answer 
in arms, but resources which come from with- 
in the human heart, the aspirations of human 
beings, a fecling that, ‘I’m not born a slave,’ 
the feeling which one man in India created in 
the 350 million of us who used to cringe and 
crawl before the lowest policeman under 
British rule.” 

Speaking on behalf of those Americans who 
do not support the militarist and imperialist 
he of their government, Max Schachtman 
said: 

“Let no opportunity go by without showing 
the colonial and oppressed peoples that the 
United States is not united, that there are two 
United States, that of the equivocators and 
supporters and apologists of imperialism and 
colonialism—and that of true democrats, true 
socialists, people who meaningly and purpose- 
fully subscribe to the statement of the sponsors 
(quoted above) ; whose hearts are warm at the 
sight of an enslaved people anywhere and 
everywhere resisting the imperialist yoke and 
throwing it off their necks; whose arms are 
stretched out in unhesitating comradely support 
for such people.” 


US imperialism 


Concluding the rally, A. J. Muste had some 
pertinent things to say about US imperialism 
today. He spoke of Okinawa, Puerto Rico, and 
finally of Latin America. He referred to the 
speech made recently by a former president of 
Colombia, South America, Dr. Eduardo Santos, 
at a conference on Latin America at Colombia 
University, USA. The New York ‘Times 
Teported: 

“The plea that this country stop arming 
Latin America was made by Dr. Eduardo 
Santos, former president of Colombia. 

“Dr. Santos received the only standing 
ovation of the conference so far. 

“Dr. Santos asserted that Latin America 
wished to defend its liberties against Com- 
munism. But if existing political and 
economic factors tended to ‘take away our 
liberties now,’ he added, ‘ we will have noth- 
ing to defend.’ 

“Dr. Santos said there was no real reason 
for Latin Americans to arm. He said their 
countries could play no real role in an inter- 
national conflict in the atomic age, and that 
by continuing to provide armaments to the 


DONALD SOPER MEETS PATRIARCH 


Dr. Donald Soper, Canon C. E. Raven and 
other members of the delegation of pacifist 
religious leaders from Britain to Russia were 
entertained to lunch this week by the 77-year- 
old Patriarch Alexis of Moscow. 


Good Neighbour lands, the United States 

was, in effect, ‘shifting’ their destiny.” 

Dr. Santos concluded by saying that he 
“looked forward to a truly united—but un- 
armed—America.” 

A. J. Muste appealed to the meeting to 
resolve to achieve a united—but unarmed— 
world. A full report of the speeches at the 
rally is given in a special number of ‘“ Labor 
Action,” available from 114 West 14 St., New 
York 11. Price 5 cents. 


U.S “incredibly stupid ” 
THE TRUTH ABOUT 
GUATEMALA 


NAWVALDO FRANK, noted US author and 
critic, and expert on Latin America, spoke 
about recent happenings in Guatemala, when 
he addressed the International Freedom Day 
celebration in New York. 
The truth, he said, had been obscured by all 
the noise about Guatemala, just as a man 
can be blinded by a glare of light or 
deafened by a babel of voices. 
But I can assure you, that, even granted the 
premise that there was a danger of a Com- 
munist putsch in Guatemala—even granted 
that—what we did was incredibly stupid. 
And a minority people in a minority hemi- 
sphere mustn't be stupid. 
Let us assume that Toriello and Arbenz, who 
are not Communists, were naive like the 
liberals of Czechoslovakia; and let us 
assume that the same thing could have 
happened in Guatemala as happened in 
Czechoslovakia, that is, an infiltration and a 
gradual assumption of power and then at a 
certain moment, poof! 


The side of democracy 


Suppose this had happened in Guatemala, 
and suppose that while it was happening we 
had taken up the position of helping the 
people of Guatemala, of backing up what 
was good in the programme of Arbenz and 
Toriello—and most of it was good ; suppose 
we had taken the side of the Guatemalan 
people’s fight instead of the fight of the 
United Fruit Company, and had made clear 
to them that we were on their side, on the 
side of every true democrat, that we were on 
the side of the nationalisation of the land, 
on the side of education, on the side of the 
people; and suppose that, having taken this 
position and having made it evident and ob- 
vious there still had been a putsch by the 
Communists—what would the resuit have 
been? 

“Every Latin American, from Mexico to 
Argentina, would have said: ‘The Americans 
were right; they’ve been warning us against 
the Communists, and look! We’re on their 
side, because the Americans have proved 
their wisdom.’ 

“That would have been _intelligent—even 

granted the premises of the State Depart- 

ment, which are dubious. 

But what we did was just the opposite .. . 

With the most unbelievable arrogance and 

stupidity, we committed our ambassador 

down there not only to arrange this miser- 
able revolution but positively to boast about 
it. And having refused arms to the govern- 
ment down there, we protested in horror 
because they were getting arms from 

Poland . . . and what is the result? 

Every Latin American, whether he hates the 

Communists or not, distrusts us and hates 

what we did and is horrified. And now, no 

doubt, we’re going to devote a hundred 
million dollars to propagandize for demo- 
cracy in Latin America.” 


“ 


“ 


“ 


“ 
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the pens of journalists and critics, and now 
the flood of revelations is increased by 
Churchill’s almost mischievous “ give-away ” 
about his telegram to Montgomery. 


When Baldwin “ unsealed his lips” to reveal 
that he had lied about the amount being spent 
upon armaments, he no doubt did so because 
the moment was one when the majority would 
be grateful to hear that he had foreseen the 
necessity for greater armaments against the 
threatened Hitler aggression. 


Churchill, without doubt, now feels himself 
safe to reveal that in spite of a war-time 
alliance. he knew all along (very cleverly!) that 
the Soviet Union could never be trusted. 


The attacks upon him, however, seem to be 
completely irrelevant to the real issues in- 
volved. This arises chiefly from the fact that 
most of those who object to the rearmament of 
Germany do so from emotional, and not from 
moral reasons. 


They have been told so often that the 
Germans were the sole cause of two world 
wars, and that therefore Germany must never 
again possess arms, they have eventually come 
to believe this to be true, and the only safe- 
guard for the future. 

In exactly the same way they allowed them- 
selves to be led by Churchill, Eden, Attlee and 
others into the most extravagant and syco- 
phantic praise for Russia and its Red Army, 
after the Soviet Union was forced into the 
war. To the British people wars are always 
fought for great ideals and therefore, must be 
based upon justice and truth. 


-* 


When their eyes are suddenly opened to the 
fact that war ts not like that at all; that 
everything connected with it is as false and 
immoral as it is violent and cruel, they shrink 
back with horror, and clamour for votes of 
censure, but they still fail to perceive the truth. 

Churchill was the great man who led them, 
and by his stirring words, and his own 
undaunted courage, rallied their fearful and 
sinking hearts. The constant reiteration that 
the British could “take it” made those who 
survived the bombing raids think they really 
had done something particularly brave and 
courageous in “taking™ what they had no 
power not to take. 

They do not want to think ill of this man 
whom they look upon as a kind of superman 
who gave them strength and saved them from 
Hitler. But the Germans also “took” it 
during the long months of “obliteration 
bombing,” and even though they may have 
desired to “take it” no longer, and to over- 
throw Hitler, there was no opportunity to do 
so, for the simple reason that the Allies would 
not negotiate. 

There would have been no necessity for 
Churchill's order to keep German arms ready 
to fight against Russia if he and the Heads 
of the Allied States had arranged any plan for 
making peace. 

This is the real issue. The crude policy of 

“unconditional surrender ” with no peace aims 
attached to it, tragically shows the utter futility 
of trying to settle anything by the means of 
knocking out your opponent. Particularly if 
you do not care to trust the person who helps 
you to do so! 
_ Any expedient, violent, immoral and false 
is permissible in war, and if that were 
recognised once and for all, people would 
begin at last to understand that instead of 
condemning persons for doing what war 
demands, they should condemn the evil itself. 
It is the dependence upon war that is the root 
of the evil. There is no alternative but to 
renounce it. 


ON CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES 


PAX 
OPPOSES WAR AND CONSCRIPTION 


It is a scandal that twenty 
centuries of Christianity have not 
succeeded in eliminating war. 


—PIERRE LorRSON, S. J. 
For information and advice write to: 
The Secretary, Pax, 29 Great James St. 
London, W.C.1 
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